
The Chancery Lane Project publishes new climate
clauses for soils, renewable power and SMEs

The Chancery Lane Project publishes three new climate clauses and updates existing
clauses

The new clauses:
● Provide contract solutions that encourage protection of soils and use of renewable

power in leased properties.
● Help small to medium sized entities (SMEs) to set and meet net zero targets.

Download The Chancery Lane Project s̓ clauses here.

London, June 21, 2022 - The Chancery Lane Project has released further clauses that
provide climate contract solutions for soils, renewable power and SMEs. The clauses help
organisations around the world to deliver their net zero targets and reduce other
environmental impacts. TCLP s̓ editors have also reviewed 15 existing clauses to ensure that
in England they are consistent with Environment Act 2021.

The new clauses offer diverse solutions to the climate crisis and can be used in a variety of
legal agreements:

● Oisins̓ Clause encourages corporate landlords and tenants to invest long-term in
renewable energy projects for leased premises. Parties with ambitious goals to
decarbonise their property portfolio can choose from the stepped options in Oisins̓
Clause to find a suitable renewable energy solution.

● Sorens̓ Clause obliges parties to manage soil sustainably and consider soil
preservation in decision-making. The clause aims to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions linked to soil degradation and promote nature restoration. It can be used
in a range of documents, including due diligence questionnaires and strategy
documents.

● David s̓ Clause is designed for SMEs to add net zero obligations to their contracts. It
is straightforward and easy to use and obliges SMEs and their counterparties to take
steps to set and reach net zero targets as well as manage and report their GHG
emissions.

https://chancerylaneproject.org/climate-clauses/


Simone Potter, Director of Knowledge at TCLP said:

“Every organisation, no matter size or sector, must take ambitious steps to
decarbonise and minimise their environmental impact to meet the goals of the Paris
Agreement. Our latest clauses provide climate solutions for a wide range of
organisations and sectors.”

Lev Gantly, Supervising Associate in the Energy, Natural Resources and Infrastructure team
at Simmons & Simmons, said:

“Oisins̓ Clause empowers commercial landlords and tenants that are serious about
taking climate action. It encourages commercial real estate participants to
significantly increase the ambition of their renewable energy procurement strategy
by providing cascading options based on their capacity and industry best-practice.”

Notes for editors

The legal profession is in a unique position to help tackle the climate crisis. Lawyers write
the contracts and laws that influence most decisions made by businesses and other
organisations. Lawyers can amend their standard contracts today to provide solutions that
allow contracting parties to meet their net zero targets.

TCLP s̓ climate clauses, glossary terms and other resources give organisations and their
lawyers the practical tools to act now and use their contracts to mitigate the worst effects of
climate change.

TCLP is a pro bono initiative that brings legal professionals together to rewrite contracts to
support communities and businesses in fighting the climate crisis and achieving net zero
carbon emissions. TCLP is independent of any professional body or practice and is
politically neutral.

TCLP convenes lawyers across the profession to collaborate to dra� climate clauses. The
ground-breaking initiative launched in November 2019 and now has more than 2,500 active
participants, across 300 organisations.

TCLP s̓ clauses are free to use and available to download via this link.

For more information on TCLP or if you are a lawyer seeking to volunteer your time, please
visit TCLP s̓ website. To receive regular email updates register here.

Press enquiries to: Becky Clissmann (+353868181842 -
becky.clissmann@chancerylaneproject.org).
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